PRESS CONFERENCE TO EXPRESS OPPOSITION TO PAPERLESS   ELECTRONIC VOTING:

WHEN: 

Next Tuesday, July 13th, at 11am 

WHAT:  

Press conference co-sponsored by True Majority, MoveOn.org, Democracy for America, Common Cause, VerifiedVoting.org, and supported by groups such as Public Citizen, Campaigns For People, ACLU, Blackboxvoting.org, VotersUnite, The Coalition for Visible Ballots, Campaigns for People, and Texas Safe Voting.

   This will be part of a coordinated Day of Action taking place that day in 18 states across the country originating with True Majority’s “The Computer Ate My Vote” campaign to voice opposition to paperless electronic voting, and to demand a voter-verified paper ballot/trail.  

We have three confirmed speakers at this event to date:

Dr. Dan Wallach – Asst. professor of Rice University, and a Computer Security Engineer who is a national leader in this issue. He co- authored a Johns Hopkins study citing the dangers and flaws of Diebold voting systems. 

Bev Harris – The author of Blackbox Voting:  Ballot Tampering in the 21st Century, and investigative reporter who has uncovered the explosive evidence of fraud involving  the major e-voting machine vendors.  She is the Woodward and Bernstein/Erin Brockavitch of this movement and plantiff in two lawsuits challenging electronic voting.  She is one of THE foremost experts on the subject and has uncovered documentation showing hundreds of cases of fraud, probable vote rigging, computer glitches and a myriad of problems with electronic voting machines.

State Representative Eddie Rodriguez, District 51 – will voice his position in opposition to paperless electronic voting.  

WHERE:

State Capitol Building, Austin, Texas

Speaker’s Committee Room, 2nd floor, Room 2W.6


BACKGROUND:

There are four major companies that manufacture voting machines used in this country.  The largest is ES&S (Electronic Systems and Software) with ownership ties to Republican Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska, said to be second choice after Cheney as Bush’s vice presidential candidate.  Hagel won two upset victories for his senate seat in Nebraska with 80% of the votes counted by his own company’s (paperless) electronic voting machines.

The Diebold company has a large number two share of e-voting sales across the country.  Diebold CEO Walden O’Dell is a George W. Bush “pioneer” – someone who has committed to raising $100,000 for the President’s re-election campaign.  In a fundraising letter last year, O’Dell promised to “deliver the electoral votes of Ohio (his state, and Diebold’s headquarters) to the President next year.”

Sequoia holds third place in national sales.  Though no obvious ownership conflicts, they produced a Spanish ballot for use in California which would register a vote for the opposite candidate than whoever the vote was cast for.

Hart InterCivic is in number four position.  We use Hart’s E-Slate system in Travis County.  While not as much of a security risk as the other three (all of which have modems!), the Hart system is still not secure from possible inside hacking, and like the other three machines, has no paper ballot/trail whatsoever THAT CAN BE VERIFIED BY THE VOTER AT THE POLLS.  This means NO MEANINGFUL RECOUNT CAN BE DONE.  Hart’s ownership can be traced back to Tom Hix of Clear Channel, who is an old friend and business associate of George Bush.

About 30% of all voters are expected to vote on electronic machines in November.

Our press conference is asking the Secretary of State and legislature to provide a voter-verified paper ballot/paper trail on electronic voting machines by adding printers, OR to go back to ballot systems used in 2000 (paper ballots such as the ones used for absentee voting); hand count if necessary.  With the printers, the voter on an electronic system could verify the accuracy of their vote, put it in a ballot box, and it could be used for a meaningful re-count and random checking of the computers. Many States across the country are doing this by 11/04. California is.  Details for 7/13 are pasted in below.  There are hundreds of documented cases of this. The Secretary of State of California has launched a criminal investigation against Diebold systems. This is a serious problem.

 





Texas to Host 1 of 18 Rallies by National Coalition Representing 3 Million Americans 

	

TrueMajority's Aaron Toso, backed by the "Vote Eating Computer," at a rally for voter-verified paper ballot legislation at the U.S. Capitol on June 22nd. Join in the rally planned for your state next week! 


Come Out 

