COALITION FOR VISIBLE BALLOTS

ACTION CENTER ITEM #3:  What Voting Systems Are You Using?
Find out what type of voting machines are used in your county and state.

* Get on the website for your Secretary of State’s Election Division and search around for the type of voting equipment used in your state.  The Secretary of State’s office, in most states, is the office which certifies voting systems for their state’s use.  In some states, such as New York and Hawaii, the State Board of Elections or the Lieutenant Governor’s office is in charge of this function.  This will be a necessary step if you want to work on this at the state level.  If you don’t have internet access, call the office of the appropriate official and ask the question:  “Which type of voting machines are certified for use in our state?”  Be sure and ask if the various vendors’ products include touch screen machines or “DREs” (Direct Recording Electronic), or optical scan counters (which count paper ballots).


* Locally, call your County Election Administrator or County Clerk’s office and ask them what type of equipment is used in your county (if you do not know) if you would like to work on this at the local level (recommended especially for beginners.) 


Chances are, your county and state are using one version or another of voting systems manufactured by either:  Diebold (now called “Premier”); ES&S (Election Systems and Software); Hart InterCivic; or Sequoia.  If so, the good news is, there is abundant evidence of the ease for fraud and manipulation of all of these voting systems)  

Now that you know what type of voting system your county and/or state is using, you can go to the aforementioned website called “VotersUnite”, at www.votersunite.org .  On the home page, you can click on links for “Failures by Vendor”, and select the particular vendor whose machines relate to your county or state; you can also click on “Failures by State”; both links will lead you to great information, examples going back through several election cycles.  
I’d recommend starting a file on whatever type of electronic voting equipment is being used in your area.  This will be the beginning of your “evidence arsenal” to be copied and distributed to election officials, other interested parties, and later to t he press when you start holding press conferences.

If you do have internet access, which is extremely helpful for evidence gathering, Here is a link to some of the best evidence available against each of the major voting machine vendors’ products:
"Top To Bottom Review" at http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vsr.htm .  This is the link to the 2007 comprehensive study of all of the top four electronic voting machine vendors’ products, commissioned by California Secretary of State Debra Bowen.  The information gathered here resulted in the decertification of all four vendors in the state.  Though some of the equipment may have been recertified, most has not been, and California is changing its election systems before November as a result of this study.

These reports, executed on each of the top four vendors, are technical papers, but it can be of great benefit to review them for the type of equipment being used in your area.  Security issues with the machines will jump out at you and you can highlight the studies for use in making statements at your State Legislature, or to your other elected officials, as well as using them for excerpts to be printed and included in information packages to the officials or to the press. 

Coming soon:  “Letters to the Editor”, and, “Adopting an Election Official” 
