COALITION FOR VISIBLE BALLOTS

ACTION CENTER ITEM #2:  CONTINUE GETTING EDUCATED 
Keep getting educated along with your “synergy action partner” or group through the available films “Hacking Democracy”, “Uncounted, The New Math of American Elections”, “Invisible Ballots”, all mentioned in the last Action Center Item along with websites for ordering, plus books, e-mail digests, blogs, and web site information.

A quick way to get the overview would be to watch all of the above films, plus to review a few books.  I’ll tout my own book here, “HACKED!  High Tech Election Theft in America – 11 Experts Expose the Truth”, co-edited by me and Abbe Waldman DeLozier, available through our web site, www.hackedelections.com . This book compiles contributions from 11 experts on electronic voting machine fraud and has been favorably reviewed by journalist and filmmaker Greg Palast, as well as Liz Carpenter, Helen Thomas, Chicago Tribune columnist Robert Koehler, and both Mark Anderson and Pat Shannan of the American Free Press.  The strength of our book, I believe, is that it succeeds in giving someone new to this issue a good overview of the electronic voting machine topic, and explains why hand-counted paper ballot elections are the only solution that can bring election integrity back to our country.

Bev Harris’s book, if still available, is also quite excellent:  “Black Box Voting:  Ballot Tampering in the 21st Century”; may be available through www.blackboxvoting.org or through Amazon.  Bev’s book offers 100 examples of the typical problems that show up with electronic voting machines – all in one chapter – and gives great information on the tangle of corporate and political ties to the vendors of the machines, as well as conflicts of interest in ownership so huge you could drive a truck through them.

Get on the “Daily Voting News” e-mail list.  John Gideon is the “Information Manager” of VotersUnite.org and he posts an e-mail digest every day called “The Daily Voting News” of articles from across the country related to election integrity issues and voting machine problems.  John’s digest is one of the most powerful informational sources out there.  To get on his list to receive this, just e-mail him at jgideon@votersunite.org and ask to be subscribed.  There is no charge.

Voters Unite (www.votersunite.org)  is also a fantastic resource for information on each of the major electronic voting machine vendors and the myriad of problems that have been reported on each type, and in each state during the last several election cycles.  

Black Box Voting, Bev Harris’s non-profit website (www.blackboxvoting.org) is a wealth of information also, but may be better for intermediate or more veteran election integrity activists than for beginners, but take a look and stay current with the latest breaking news there, as Bev is “ahead of the curve” on most of the relevant happening on this topic – 

VoteRescue, our Austin-based election integrity group, meets once a month and our website, www.voterescue.org is kept pretty current with latest news items and upcoming actions, to give you some ideas on what we’re up to at any given time, though this Action Center will detail a lot of what we do that isn’t posted there.  We have been focusing on state, county, city, and legislative solutions to electronic voting machine fraud.

Election Defense Alliance (www.electiondefensealliance.org ) is another excellent web site and information resource.  This group’s members are national election integrity experts who are constantly working on new actions or developing new reports to help this cause.  
BradBlog:  Brad Friedman’s excellent blog at www.bradblog.com offers some of the best breaking stories on election integrity and electronic voting.  He usually has links to John Gideon’s “Daily Voting News” on his Home Page.

VoteRescue Radio – Where Citizens Count, One Vote at a Time – on this two hour weekly radio show which I co-host with VoteRescue founder Karen Renick, we cover the most timely election news stories each week, and also interview some of the most key figures in the fight to restore fair elections in our country:  Whistleblowers, investigators, election officials, candidates, activists, you name it—we interview them.  Airs every Friday, 6-8pm Central time, streaming live on the internet at www.wtprn.com, click on “Listen Live”.  All shows are archived within a couple of hours of completion. 

With the help of the Daily Voting News and monitoring the above websites, especially Black Box Voting and BradBlog, you will be able to quickly get the overview of this issue, and be able to keep yourself updated on the most important news across the country.  There is a mountain of evidence and almost unbelievable news on electronic voting that turns up almost every single day; once you start keeping up with it, you may get “hooked” and hopefully will find it as fascinating as we do, and find that your passion to work on the election integrity issue grows stronger every day.   
